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Environmental Health, Recycling & Waste Policy Development Advisory Group 
14 MARCH 2024 

 
 

Present: Councillors: Jay Mercer (Chairman), Emma Beard, Philip Circus, 
Joan Grech, Kasia Greenwood, Warwick Hellawell and Lynn Lambert 
 

 
Apologies: Councillors: James Brookes and Nick Grant 

  
18   NOTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
The notes of the Recycling & Waste PDAG meeting held on 18th January 2024 
were received. 
  

19   DOMESTIC FOOD WASTE 
 
The Head of Recycling and Waste provided more context to the Group 
regarding the report on Domestic Food Waste that will be considered by 
Cabinet. They explained that the report details the implications and processes 
necessary to meet the reforms set out in the simpler recycling announcement 
made by the Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs. The 
announcement stated that weekly domestic food waste collections should be in 
place by 31st March 2026.  
  
The Head of Recycling and Waste explained that to meet this deadline that a 
proposal to Cabinet is made in the report to fund vehicle procurement, vehicle 
and bin storage, caddies, and recruitment. They further clarified that the capital 
funding from the government will not cover the cost of vehicle procurement and 
will fall short by £1.2m. Additionally, the report covers the recommended 
frequency of collections and revenue expenditure for route planning.  
  
The Group discussed the issues with less frequent residual waste collections 
regarding nappies and dog waste. The types of vehicles that would be procured 
as part of the fleet expansion to meet the increased demand, which would be 
diesel vehicles as there is not currently a suitable alternative to meet the 
tonnage and load baring necessary in the electric vehicle market currently.A 
site to park the additional vehicles also needs to be found, the cost for this is 
currently unknown. 
  
  
  
  
  
  

20   COMMERCIAL FOOD WASTE 
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The Head of Recycling and Waste provided more context to the Group 
regarding the report on Commercial Food Waste that will be considered by 
Cabinet. They explained that there is no legal obligation to supply a commercial 
food waste collection service, but businesses will be legally obliged to separate 
their food waste if they have more than ten employees. This means that 
businesses will be looking for suppliers to fulfil this need and the Council would 
likely lose customers that utilise their commercial waste collections currently if 
they do not offer a commercial food waste collection service. This offers an 
opportunity for the Council to offset some of the cost of implementing the 
legislated Domestic Food Waste Collection Service.  
  
The Head of Recycling and Waste explained that the report looks to fund the 
purchase of a single vehicle and crew members to complete the commercial 
food waste collections. As the business grows consideration can be given to 
purchasing a second electric powered vehicle which could service areas such 
as the town centre 
  
The Group discussed that there are targets for waste within the domestic 
recycling and food waste collections but that there are no such targets for 
commercial collections. The Group discussed implementing processes to target 
and review the commercial waste collections going forward.  
  
  
  

21   ISOLATED PROPERTIES 
 
The Head of Recycling and Waste provided more detail regarding the report on 
Isolated Property Collection that will be considered by Cabinet. They explained 
that there are a number of homes within the districted that are very rural, often 
down narrow lanes that require the waste collection vehicles to reverse over a 
mile as there is no room to turn around. The report details the proposal of 
procuring a smaller vehicle to complete these collections, increasing safety of 
collection operatives and capacity for other vehicles and operatives to complete 
other rounds.  
  
The Group discussed the types of vehicles to be considered and when the 
purchase was likely to be made. 
  

22   SECTION 106 FUNDS 
 
The Head of Recycling and Waste provided more detail regarding the report on 
Section 106 Funds to be considered by Cabinet. They explained that the 
proposal is to utilise Section 106 funds to try and offset the short fall of funding 
to implement the Domestic Food Waste Collections. They explained that this 
would be done in consultation with the Parish Councils and Members.  
  
The Group discussed that the Section 106 funds are utilised by Parish Councils 
to address a need in the Parish that developers have not been able to deliver 
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and that some Parish’s may not wish to use their allotted funds for Waste in this 
way and agreed that consultation with the Parishes would be needed.  
  
  

23   FORWARD PLAN EXTRACT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH, 
RECYCLING & WASTE PORTFOLIO 
 
The forward plan extract was noted.  
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 6.17 pm having commenced at 5.30 pm 
 
 
 

 
CHAIRMAN 


